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The Descendants of Jbran Kyn. 



THE DESCENDANTS OP JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GREGORY B. KEEN. 
(Continued from Vol. U. , page 456.) 

6. Erick Keen, 3 son of Hans and Willemka Keen, was 
born at Upland, and removed with his father's family up the 
Delaware, where he grew to manhood, and married Catharine, 
daughter of Jan Olaassen, younger sister of his brother Mat- 
thias Keen's wife. Through her he inherited fifty acres of 
land in Bristol Township, Bucks Co., Pa., part of his father- 
in-law's estate. He purchased, March 4, 1702-3, from his 
cousin Maons Keen three acres of land and meadow in Ches- 
ter Township, Burlington Co., N". J., but whether he ever re- 
sided there cannot now be ascertained. On the 25th of Janu- 
ary, 1706-7, his mother and brothers deeded to him a hundred 
acres acquired by Matthias Keen from Erick Mollicka, origi- 
nally one of his father Hans Keen's tracts (the lower one of 
the two ascribed to " Enock and Keene" upon Holme's Map), 
situated on the Delaware River, at the mouth and along the 
eastern side of Wissinoming Creek. Erick Keen was already 
in possession of it, and he continued to dwell on it, engaged 
in agricultural pursuits, the rest of his life. His name appears 
in Pastor Andrew Rudman's list of the Lutheran congregation 
of Wicacoa in 1697-8, and in the first list of pewholders in 
Gloria Dei Church in 1705, and among contributors to the 
salaries of the Swedish clergy at sundry times. He subscribed 
to the erection of the present Church edifice in 1700, and lived 
to contribute to the repair of it in 1738, and aided in 1717 in 
building the parsonage at Passyunk, and was for many years 
Vestryman and "Warden of the Congregation of Wicacoa. He 
was one of the gentlemen who made the present of American 
fur to Mr. Secretary Lilljeblad, spoken of in the account of 
Matthias Keen, and signed the petition, also there referred 
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to, addressed to the General Assembly of the Province on 
occasion of certain grievances inflicted on the Swedes by the 
Proprietary Government. After the death of his first wife 
he married Brigitta (her surname unknown to us), who sur- 
vived him. His will is dated January 7, 1741-2, and was 
admitted to probate on the-28th of the same month. He was, 
without doubt, buried in Gloria Dei Churchyard, although no 
tombstone marks the position of his grave. 
By his first wife he had five children : 

25. Hans, in. Mary Laican. 

26. Peter, b. February 26, 1703 ; m., 1st, Margaret ; 2dly, Ann. 

27. John. 

28. Matthias, m. Sarah Harper. 

29. Catharine, m. Robert Glen. 

By his second wife he had three children: 

30. Daniel, b. 1722-3 ; m. Elizabeth McOarty. 

31. Jonas, b. 1725-6, resided on his father's farm in Oxford Township 

(bequeathed to his brother Daniel Keen and him) at least until the 
spring of 1753. He married (his wife's name not known), and had 
issue living in 1765, and was killed by a stroke of lightning. 

32. Mart, in her father's will directed " to be brought up by her mother 

and brothers," Daniel and Jonas, " till of age or married." 

10. Mans, Mounce, or Moses Keen, 3 "son and heir of Jonas 
Keen," was born at Upland, October, 1664,* and in his youth 
removed with his father to "West New Jersey, where he lived 
on the banks of the river Delaware, at the mouth of Pompes- 
sion Creek. After his father's death he sold this land, and 
in one of the deeds for it, dated December 24, 1719, is styled 
"of Pittsgrove Precinct, Co. Salem." He was one of the 
most active Vestrymen and "Wardens of the Swedish Lutheran 
Church on Raccoon Creek (now Trinity Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Swedesboro, K J.), and, doubtless, one of the con- 
tributors to the first building of it, in 1703-4, as he certainly 
was to the purchase of the pastor's dwelling some years after- 
wards. With regard to the latter, Acreliusf says: "The 

* The only evidences for this date are the statements of his age at the 
time of his death. 

t "History of New Sweden," p. 323. 
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congregation deliberated about tbis for eight years, and it 
was discussed in every Parisb meeting, until Mr. Jesper Sved- 
berg* and Mans Kyn took it upon themselves to go from 
bouse to house, and urge the people to unite and bind them- 
selves for the purchase of a suitable Parsonage. Goran Kyn'sf 

* He was the son of Dr. Jesper Svedberg, the Bishop of Skara (who had 
jurisdiction over the Swedish Lutheran Congregations on the Delaware), and 
brother to the noted heresiarch, Emmanuel Swedenborg. He was at this 
time acting as teacher of the school near Eaccoon Church, a post he filled 
for over a year. 

t The Goran Kyn, or George Keen, here referred to, was a Warden of 
the Lutheran Congregation at Eaccoon, and either a brother, or a cousin- 
german of Maons Keen — in the latter case, of course, the person elsewhere 
mentioned as the son of Hans and Willemka Keen. He m., 1st, October 30, 
1705, Anna or Annika, second child of Nils and Maria Gastenberg, of Lower 
Dublin Township, Philadelphia Co., Pa., and granddaughter of Olof Nilsson 
Gastenberg, an early settler on the Delaware, b. 1683, d. 1706 (leaving one 
child, Annika, who m. Andrew Toy, son, doubtless of Elias Toy, of Sena- 
mensing, New Jersey) ; and, 2dly, November, 1706, Helena, daughter of 
Erick Palsson Mollicka, a native of Mora Parish, in the Province of Hel- 
singland, Sweden, an early emigrant to our river, by his wife Ingeborg, 
daughter of Captain Israel Helm, of Sweden (by whom he had several 
children, most of whom died in infancy). According to a note made fully 
fifty years afterwards by the Eev. Nicholas Collin to an entry in the Parish 
Eegister, he d. in April, 1736, and was buried the 10th in Eaccoon Swedish 
Cemetery. Perhaps, however, this was his son, of the same name, b. October 
14, 1717, and he may, possibly, be the person whose marriage (in that case 
his third one) is thus described in " Abraham Eeincke's private record of 
official acts in the Brethren's mission of New Jersey" (see Appendix to 
Acrelius'a " History," p. 444) : " Married, June 8, 1745, George Kyn, a 
widower, aged 64, to Margaret Justis, a widow, aged 53, after the banns had 
been thrice published — first in Eaccoon, next in Penn's Neck, and for the 
last time in Maurice Eiver. The ceremony was performed in the groom's 
house on Maurice Eiver, in the presence of the entire Swedish Congregation 
of said neighbourhood." This George Keen had land surveyed to him on 
the east side of Maurice Eiver, July 14, 1737 ; and purchased, September 
20, the same year, ninety acres of land in Gloucester County, on the east 
side of Oldman's Creek. He left a son Erick, styled in 1750 his " only sur- 
viving heir-at-law," who m. (Eaccoon Swedish Church Eegister) November 
17, 1736, Catharine Denny, with issue several children, who intermarried 
with the families of Lippincott, Hickman, Ecard, and Chester, and left pos- 
terity. And he may have been the father of Catharine Keen, who m. (ibid.), 
December 11, 1734, Samuel Cabb, of Maurice Eiver, a son, doubtless, or 
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place was found suitable for this purpose, at the distance of 
about a Swedish mile from Raccoon, and a mile and a half 
from Pennsneck. It lies in Pilesgrove township, consists of 
one hundred and seventeen acres of land, and cost £ 145. The 
purchase was made on the 21st of March, 1720. A fine build- 
ing was erected upon it, with sleeping-rooms in the upper 
part ; and more land for grain was cleared." Mr. Keen ap- 
pears to have retained his knowledge of the Swedish language, 
in spite of the gradually encroaching influences of English 
settlers on the Delaware, for in the following spring he is 
spoken of in the Parish Records as receiving from Sweden 
two Bibles, three Hymn-books, and a Catechism. On the re- 
turn to Europe of the Reverend Samuel Hesselius, pastor of 
the congregation at Christina,* he signed an address, in com- 
pany with Peter Rambo, as members of the Church Council 
of Raccoon, October 31, 1731, commending that clergyman 
to the consideration of King Frederick, of Sweden. He was 
visited by Peter Kalm during the prolonged sojourn of the 
celebrated botanist in the neighbourhood of Raccoon Creek, 
and some of their conversations are recorded in the interesting 
journal of the great naturalist's " Travels into North Ame- 
rica, "f He is personally referred to by Professor Kalm, 

grandson of William Cabb or Cobb, of Amasland, Pa., an owner of the 
old Swedes' mill erected by Governor Printz upon the creek which bears 
Cobb's name, and one of the four Wardens, who, in 1703, received convey- 
ance of the ground on which Eaccoon Swedish Lutheran Church was built. 

* Successor to his brother, Provost Andreas Hesselius. He arrived in 
this country December 3, 1719, and officiated in the beginning as Pastor 
Extraordinary to the Congregation of Wicacoa, with special charge of the 
people who resided at Neshaminy, Manathanim, and Matzong (the present 
Conshohocken). He married, first (Christina Swedish Lutheran Church 
Register), June 9, 1720, Brita Laican, and, secondly, Gertrude Stille, both 
relatives of descendants of Jbran Kyn. The latter wife, according to Acre- 
lius, "died upon the voyage between America and England, and was buried 
in the ocean. The children, who returned home, were Andrew, Christina, 
Sarah, and Samuel." 

f Translated into English by John Eeinhold Forster, P.A.S., and pub- 
lished at Warrington, 1770. One of these, vol. i. pp. 355-6, relates to 
certain geological evidences of the former submergence of that portion of 
New Jersey under the sea ; and another, vol. ii. pp. 31-33, refers to strange 
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December 7,1748, in the following terms: "Maons Keen, 
one of the Swedes in Raccoon, was now near seventy years old: 
he had many children, grandchildren, and great-grandchil- 
dren ; so that, of those who were yet alive, he could muster 
up forty-five persons. Besides them, several of his children 
and grandchildren died young, and some in a mature age. 
He was, therefore, uncommonly blessed." In 1751 Mr. Keen 
acted as sponsor for a son of the Reverend Erick and Maria 
Unander, in company with " Provost Israel Acrelius, Pastor 
Olof Parlin, Ilerr Adolph Benzel, Elizabeth Parlin, Madam 
Sarah Porter, and Helena Van Eeemau." Mr. Keen's first 
wife was Magdalena Hoppman or Hoffman.* She died Octo- 
ber 19, 1721, and was buried in the Swedish Lutheran Ceme- 
tery on Raccoon Creek. He married, secondly, August 15, 
1722, Elizabeth, daughter of Ells Laican or Lycon, eldest 
son of Peter Nilsson Laykan, a native, it is presumed, of 
Sweden,f whose name is given in the Raccoon Church Register 

discoveries of deep-buried earthen vessels and walls of brick at " Helsingburg, 
somewhat below the place where Salem is now situated," indicating the pre- 
sence of a more civilized people than the American Indians on the river 
Delaware before the arrival of the Swedish Colonists. The extract in the 
text occurs in volume ii., page 4. The phrase " near seventy years old" is 
to be explained or corrected in accordance with the first of the previously 
mentioned passages, where Mr. Keen is described as " a Swede above seventy 
years old." 

* Granddaughter, probably, of Sergeant Hans Hoptnan, a resident on the 
river Delaware at least as early as 1656, and one of the " Tydables" of the 
" Eastern Shore" in 1677, whose son, Frederick Hopman, was one of the four 
Wardens of Raccoon Swedish Lutheran Church referred to in a former note. 

t Niece of Hans Laican, who m. Gertrude, daughter of Jan Claassen, of 
Bucks County, Pa., and sister-in-law to Maons Keen's cousins-german, Mat- 
thias and Erick Keen. Mrs. Keen's sister, Anna Laican, m. John Rambo, 
a kinsman of Peter Rambo, who m. (v. inf.) Christina Keen ; and her young- 
est sister, Mary Laican, m. Hans Keen, son of Erick and Catharine (Claassen) 
Keen. Nils Laican d. in the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia Co., December 
4, 1721, aged 55 years, and is buried in Gloria Dei Churchyard, Philadelphia, 
by the side of William Williams, son of Donck and Walborg Williams, of 
Bensalem Township, Bucks Co., Pa. (d. December 25, 1721, aged 42 years), 
who m. Elizabeth, another daughter of Jan Claassen, of Bucks County, and 
sister-in-law to Hans Laican and Matthias and Erick Keen. 
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as Elizabeth Georgen, from whence we may infer that at the 
time of her nuptials with Maons Keen she was a widow. 
Mrs. Keen inherited from her father an interest in certain land 
in the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia Co., Pa., known as 
" Poor Island" (surveyed to her grandfather by virtue of a 
warrant dated March 10, 1679-80), which she conveyed, 
December 21, 1744, to her stepsons, John and Nicholas Keen. 
She is mentioned in the Records of Raccoon Parish as god- 
parent, in 1730, with Colonel Rolf, Captain Vining, and Mrs. 
Hollbrook, for a daughter of the Reverend Peter and Anna 
Catharina Tranberg, and she was still living during the pas- 
torate of the Reverend John "Wicksell, who gives her name 
in the list of communicants of that church. The latter thus 
records her husband's death : " Moses Keen, Senior, died June 
3, 1770, in a kind of pleurisie,* about 105 years old, and was 
buried, June 5, at Raccoon." Less accurate as to the date of 
death, but more precise as to the age, " The Pennsylvania 
Gazette" for October 11, 1770, prints the following obituary 
notice of the long-lived gentleman : " The beginning of August 
last departed this Life at Pilesgrove, in "West New Jersey, Mr. 
Mounce Keen, aged 105 Years, and 8 Months. He was born 
of Swedish Parents, at Chester, in Pennsylvania, and always 
enjoyed his Health and Understanding well till within the 

* An interesting account of this malady is given by Kalm in the work 
already cited, vol. i. pp. 376-9. " The pleurisy," he says, "is a disease which 
the people of this country are much subject to. The Swedes in this province 
call it stitches and burning [stick och br'dnna). Many people die every year 
of it. In the autumn of the year 1728 it swept away many at Penn's Neck. 
Almost all the Swedes there died of it, though they were very numerous. 
The autumn of the year 1748 it began to make dreadful havock, and every 
week six or ten of the old people died. The disease was so violent that, 
when it attacked a person, he seldom lived above two or three days ; and of 
those who were taken ill with it very few recovered. It was a true pleurisy, 
but it had a peculiarity with it, for it commonly began with a great swelling 
under the throat and in the neck, and with a difficulty of swallowing. Some 
people looked upon it as contagious. The physicians did not know what to 
make of it, nor how to remedy it." It is, probably, the disease referred to 
in the Parish Eegister by Pastor Wicksell, who, after giving a list of the 
"permanent communicants" in his time (1762-74), explains — "these few, 
owing to great sickness taking off so many of the old Swedes." 
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few last Years of his Life. About three Years before his 
Death, he rode alone three Miles, and home again." He is, 
it is believed, the only centenarian descendant of Joran Kyn, 
although there are several nonagenarian descendants, and off- 
spring of at least four centenarians* have intermarried with 
the family. 

Of his children by his first wife three ha^e been iden- 
tified :f 

* Nicolas de la Plaine, aged 105 years (see Rev. Timothy Alden's " Col- 
lection of American Epitaphs," pentade i. vol. v. pp. 174-5) ; Mrs. Hannah 
Milner, aged 100 years and 10 months (" The Pennsylvania Gazette," July 
13, 1769) ; Arthur Strangeways, aged 101 years (Watson's "Annals of Phila- 
delphia," 1st ed. p. 511) ; and John Strangeways Hutton, aged 108 years and 
4 months (ibid. pp. 510-11, and " The Inscriptions in St. Peter's Church 
Yard, Philadelphia," p. 313). 

t Another child, most probably, was Christina Keen, who m. (Raccoon 
Swedish Church Register), December 2, 1724, Peter Rambo, of Gloucester 
County, N. J. (b. January 6, 1694 ; d. April-May, 1753), a Warden of the 
Church on Raccoon Creek (at whose house Professor Kalm on one occasion 
(" Travels," vol. i. p. 334) " staid the night"), son of John Rambo, described 
in " The Breviate, Penn v. Lord Baltimore," f. 103, in 1740, as " of New 
Jersey, Farmer, aged 79, born in the Place now called Pensilvania, near 
where the City of Philadelphia now stands, where he resided for above the 
first 20 Years of his Life, and since resided in the Jerseys." The latter was 
the youngest brother of Gunnar and Peter Rambo, Members of the Assembly 
of the Province of Pennsylvania for Philadelphia County, and the son of 
Peter Gunnarsson Rambo, of Sweden (who came to America with Minuit 
or Hollender), a Magistrate of the Swedish Colony, appointed Commissary 
by Gov. Stuyvesant, Member of Captain Carr's Council by Gov. Lovelace, 
and finally, by Gov. Andros, one of the " Justices for the River." Peter 
Rambo's mother was Brita Cock, sister of Capt. Lawrence Cock, Justice of 
Upland Court, and Member of Gov. Markham's and subsequent Provincial 
Councils, and of the Assembly of Pennsylvania for Philadelphia County, 
Penn's first Interpreter with the Indians, and daughter of Peter Larsson 
Kock (by his wife Margaret), who was sent out from Sweden in 1641, in the 
service of the West India Company, and settled oh a tobacco plantation on 
the Schuylkill, but some years afterwards received his freedom, and occupied 
the same offices as are above accredited to Peter Gunnarsson Rambo, besides 
being " Collector of Tolls on Imports and Exports for the Colony of the 
City of Amsterdam on the South River" (the Delaware). Peter and 
Christina (Keen) Rambo had seven children : of whom two sons, John (b. 
November, 1725), and Benjamin (b. March 3, 1732), each married twice, and 
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33. Motoce, b. August 18, 1715 ; m. Sarah Seeley. 

34. John, b. September 25, 1718 ; m. Rachel Chandler. 

35. Nicholas, b. May 11, 1720 ; m. Elizabeth Lock. 

By his second wife ho had at least five children, born in 
Salem County, New Jersey : 

36. Petek, b. March 21, 1723 ; m. 1st, ; 2dly, Catharine. 

37. Mart, b. April 6, 1727. 

38. David, b. April 28, 1735. 

39. Mounce, b. October 8, 1737. 

40. Jonas, b. April 7, 1739. 

left numerous descendants ; and a daughter, Elizabeth (b. January 2, 1728), 
m. Thomas Denny, Sheriff of Gloucester Co., N. J., whose daughter, Rachel 
(b. October 30, 1749), m., March 25, 1772, Robert Brown, Esq., Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the First Battalion of Gloucester County Militia, and of Colonel 
Nicholas Stil well's Regiment of New Jersey State Troops, in the "War of the 
Revolution, and chief contributor to, and trustee of, the fund for building 
the present Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church in Svvedesboro, N. J. 

Another child may, possibly, have been Annika Keen, who m. (Raccoon 
Swedish Church Register), December 7, 1726, Gustaf Gustafsson (or Justis), 
of West New Jersey (d. July 15, 1762, aged 65 years), grandson, doubtless, 
of Jons Gb'stafsson Illack, of Sweden, who " bought a piece of ground," says 
the aged son of the latter, Nils Gustafsson, in the course of a long conver- 
sation with Professor Kalm on the customs of the early Swedish settlers on 
our river (Kalm's " Travels," vol. ii. p. 118), " from the Indians in New 
Jersey." They had several children, who intermarried with the families of 
Dahlbo, String, and Cox, and left posterity. 

(To be continued.) 



